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TESTIMONY OF A TIBETAHN:

In Tibetan langunage my name means the "Omniscient Buddha". I was
born in a small Indian border of India and Tibet which in the
50's and 60's, served as a major trading centre for businessmen
travelling between these two countries. Horses, Donkeys and
ponies carried most of the traded items over the high passes.

My father had been a staunch Rnddhist monk in northern Tibet, a
place ocalled Kumbum. That wam a religious Centre for the
mihetans then and still is today. After leaving his monastic
1ife, he =zrzzied -and started a small busineas. %s wsre thres
brothers and one sistar togethexr with our parants. My fathsr
striatly adhered to the religious baeliefs and traditions of
Buddhism and se brxought np al of us ochildren under Buddhist
teachings. Traditionally, there was a praatice in Tibet to part
away with one son from avery family to become a monk. My father
had chosen me to become a very religiously pious peraon if not
a monk. As-a young boy of 8 years, 1 still remember getting up
early in the morning at 4 and memorizing Tibetan Buddhist
soriptures taught verbally fox 2..2 hours. Rvaryday I offerred
holy watar to the house shrine goda, did obesienase 3 timaes and
remained as far away from them as possiblae throughout the rest
of the day, since the very =sight of a Tibetan idol amcared me,
with their big eyes, angry faces, dagger in their hands and thairx
attakoing posturem., A sense of great fear dominated my life.
More out of compulsion than joy did perxform all the raligious
ceremonies. As a young boy between 8-12, all theae did not mean
anything to me but it made a w~rld of diffarence to my father who
had vowed to teach me nothing less than Tibetan Buddhisam.

I can remember sitting cromssed lagged with my father and together
rociting many parts of the %ibetan scriptures which was= all
memcrised. Our Tihetan neighboura looked up Lo our family
beveuse of my Sath n's prligiace scemitment and goal. Basigally,
the monka serve as the 'middlemen' between the general public ana
thae dieties. Their whole raligious ritea and ceremoniaes are
geared towards appeaaing thezae deitiea to free humanity from any
harm and suffaming. Tn many wavz the people, in general, do not
have a direct approach to the godsa. Beither do they have a
personal relationship with any of their deities. In shorkt, I
felt like I was groping in the darkness looking for =ome alled
'‘god' or 'truth'. And I didn't find it, I felt frustrated and
tried to compensate my inner hunger to know God through mere
pamformanna nf raligiouzm ritesz and ceremonies.

Over the yeara, as I was finishing higher =mecondary examsa in
School, my interat in knowing about the Bible grew purely out of
a comparative study point of viaw. The Lord, however, gracioualy
provided me with opportunitie= of meaeting Chriatian friends and
listening to Christian preaching from the Bible. ¥hat made a deep
impremmion in my mind akuul thesa gxoupf nf paecble were their



enthusiasm iun Lleir £aith and the joy they reaflactad of being
followers of Chriast. Aa I =tudied the Word of God, the Holy
Spirit showed that the apirit of fear I had all these years ocan
be lifted and I could receive the apirit of joy inatead. It waa
moat thrilling to know that in Christ I could enjoy a permonal
relationship with Him and therafore, need not walk in darkneas
anymore but in Hi= lighk. Alne, that death is nathing te be
afraid of but an ocaasion for evary true beliaver to taatify the
raurrected power of Chrimt. Every Buddhiat feara death and death
means total darkness to them. The whole explanation of
reincarnation to another life hereafter is zimply providing a
paycholagical comfort and a great =zename of fulfilment.

After I graduated from a Univeraiby with a Raghelors of Artas, the
Lord spoke to me from John 15:16, "You have not chosen me but I
i.ave chogen you that you should go and bring forth fruita and
that your fruits ahould last."” On the 1zt cf Acgumet 1973. I gave
my life to the Lord and promiaed to Him that I would live for Him
and serve Him. Thiz alao the day I waz baptised and I cho=ne the
name STEPHEN to be added toO mMY Bsuddllsl uawe whiah, i=n the
Pibatan culture, is a testimony that I am follower of Chriat.

Ky own circle of frienda and relativeam had great difficulty
accepting me with my new faith and name. My aunt spat on my face
for carrying a Bible. My frienda ridiculed me for my tolarant
attditada. But T thank tha Lozd because He alzo walked through
those hard time, many timez more 3savars, and alszo prayea Iox
those who permecuted Him. I prayed for the Will of God to be
fulfilled in my life and He once again spoks to me from the very
game verse in John 15:16: "You have not chosaen me but I have
chogen you that you should go and bring forth fruits and that
your Eruitz ahould lazt." In 1974 a agholarahip was arranged for
my studiaz at the Canadian Theologiocal Seminary. I graduated
with a Mastaers dagree in Chriatian Education. 8ince then, I've
had 4 year=z of experience working with children'sa miniastries and
10 yeara as Pastor of Church amongat a Tibetan people group in
Northern moat of India. . .. —: | A 3
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